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Brussels, October 29, 2009

European conference on medical healthcare quality and patient security

How are we to shape medical healthcare in Europe and Västra Götaland in the future?

Region Västra Götaland in cooperation with West Sweden and the Region Committee will be assembling European experts and executives in Brussels on the 29th October to discuss medical health care matters. Different aspects of future care will be taken up under the heading “Cutting Edge Healthcare Quality for a Competitive Europe”, with special focus on care quality and patient security.
What do patients expect of the healthcare of tomorrow? What expectations do they have for their own health? How shall patients find an easy way to assess the quality and security provided by different healthcare suppliers in different countries in an increasingly borderless European medical healthcare service?  And how is Europe to meet the competition from Asia and USA in research and development on the medical plane?

‘At Region Västra Götland we have given these questions priority and work with these questions a good deal ourselves. As a region we are responsible for ensuring our citizens receive the medical healthcare they need. We are both financiers and care providers. An increasing amount of our operations is affected by what happens outside Sweden’s borders. Therefore it is natural for us as a region to take up these discussions about care quality and patient security at a European level, not least now when Swedish is chairing the EU,’ said chairman of medical healthcare committee in Region Västra Götaland, Jonas Andersson (Lib. dem.), one of the first speakers at the conference.

Future researchers and Nobel Prize winners

The conference features both Swedish speakers and speakers from other countries. In the morning, the Kairos Future research company will be presenting a study of patient expectations of tomorrow’s medical healthcare.  In another presentation, professor of Health Policy and Management, Kieran Walshe, from Manchester Business School, UK, will be providing an overview of quality and patient security in Europe. Other morning speakers include Arvid Carlsson, the Nobel Prize winner for medicine 2000, who will be talking about the importance of high quality research.

In the afternoon workshops have been organized to examine three important driving forces behind medical healthcare quality work:

· Patient-oriented medical healthcare
About patient opportunities and desire to influence and participate in care themselves

· Openness and transparency
About comparing care providers, care methods and care results, both nationally and internationally. 

· Leadership and management
About both political and administrative within medical healthcare

‘The European cooperation is becoming increasingly important.  For us, as a medical healthcare organisation, in providing opportunities to develop care in Västra Götaland.  And for our citizens by means of increased possibilities of obtaining medical healthcare in other EU countries and, of course, for people from other countries seeking medical healthcare from us. We would like to see a more frequent exchange of ideas, knowledge and expertise with other Europeans working in the medical healthcare sector. This means listening to each other and learning from each other, building up relationships and, not least, sharing with others information and skills we believe could be of use,’ said Martin Andreasson (Conservative), vice chairperson of the medical healthcare committee in Region Västra Götaland and one of the leadership workshop speakers.

Triple helix – cooperation between medical healthcare, academia and business

One area in which Region Västra Götaland lies to the fore is research and development. Quality in medical healthcare is helping to drive quality in research and development within a long list of areas, such as biotechnology, biomaterials, pharmaceuticals, medical technology and, not least, the sectors of logistics, software and administration working within medical healthcare. 
Region Västra Götaland’s experience of the triple helix model – cooperation between medical health care organisations, academic institutions and pharmaceuticals companies – has resulted in the setting up of Gothia Forum for clinical research. Here, Region Västra Götaland collaborates with the University of Göteborg, Chalmers University of Technology and such research oriented companies as Astra Zeneca, MSD and Pfizer, to create better conditions for clinical research in Västra Götaland.

For more information please see separate press release.

Quality register for constant improvements

In Sweden, national quality registers are important instruments for the continuous improvement of medical healthcare quality. One of these is the National Diabetes Register (NDR) with Region Västra Götaland as its principal. The NDR has been collecting data on patients, care methods and care results since 1996, and provides unique opportunities to identify risk factors and complications within diabetes care and to follow-up changes in treatment methods.

For more information please see separate press release.

Another quality register that has had and still has an influence on medical care quality, is the Swedish Hip Arthroplasty Register. The largest data base in the world devoted to hip replacement surgery. This has resulted in a natural limitation to the number of different implants and operation methods – the least successful implants being identified relatively quickly and removed from the Swedish market. On average only about 5 percent of artificial hips need to be re-operated on within a ten year period; this being the world’s lowest reported re-operation frequency at national level.

For more information please see separate press release.

Secure cross-border medical health care

Some of the discussions to be conducted during the conference will concern patient security. One area with which Region Västra Götaland works intensively, and which is of interest in the European perspective, is combating resistant bacteria. An important lesson learned from work in Västra Götaland is the need to work on a broad front within all sections of society, including outside the medical health care sector, in order to prevent outbreaks of resistant bacteria. Region Västra Götaland work in a variety of ways; within hospitals, primary care, geriatric care and within society in general, to reduce the threat from resistant bacteria by means of better use of antibiotics and reduced spread of bacteria.

For more information please see separate press release.

“Cutting Edge Healthcare Quality for a Competitive Europe” is arranged by Region Västra Götaland in cooperation with West Sweden, the West Sweden EU and Representation Office (Västsveriges EU-och Representationskontor), and the Region Committee (Regionkommittén), the consultant EU body for local and regional government matters. 

The conference is intended for Swedish and European politicians, people working with health care administration, medical healthcare professionals, universities and medically orientated business. 

# # #

www.vgregion.se/healthqbrussels
Contact persons: 

Jonas Andersson, chairman of the medical healthcare committee, +46 (0)708-37 78 53
Martin Andreasson, vice chairman of the medical healthcare committee, +46 (0)709-75 75 44
Robert Sinclair, medical advisor, +46 (0)736 601500

Charlotta Lundström, international officer, +46 (0) 768 403500

























PAGE  
2


